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THE  FARMERS'  MOVEMENT. 


.,™  consensus  of  public  opinion  demands  free  coinage  of  sliver,  an  Increased  volume  of  national 
currency,  lower  laxatlon,  and  an  absolute  prohibition  of  fictitious  sales  of  farm  products. 


SPEECH 

OF 

HON.  WILLIAM  H.  HATCH, 

OF    MISSOURI, 

In  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Wednesday,  February  25,  1891. 


The  House  bHnR  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  and  having  under  consider 
yeaTeudl^gVune  3o' S-'"^^'°^  appropriations  for  the  Department  of  Agr?cuU?i?e  lor  SsS 

Mr.  HATCH  saM: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  saving  anything  in  explana- 
tion of  the^only  provision  in  the  Agricultural  appropriation  bill  that  is  new  to  it 
that  would  be  likely  to  create  any  controver^-y  upon  the  fl«ior  of  the  House  bv 
the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  he  proposes  to  withd'raw 
the  amendment  submitted  by  the  committee  providing  for  tbe  manufacture  free 
of  tax,  of  alcohol  to  be  used  exclusively  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  sorghum 
1  regret  very  much  that  ihe  chairman  thought  it  nt-cessary,  by  reason  of  a  remark 
made  by  the  gentle  uan  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Butterworth] ,  to  withdraw  this  amend- 
ment from  the  consideration  of  tbe  committee,  ior  I  am  sure  if  the  committee 
properly  understood  the  object  and  purpose  of  it  there  would  be  no  objection  to  it 
by  anyone  on  the  tloor.  "* 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  tbe  committee  un- 
necessarily, as  I  have  the  right,  under  the  special  order  that  has  been  made  to 
extend  my  remarks  in  the  Record.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  anything  like  a 
full  history  of  the  depression  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  this  country.  I  conld 
take  up  the  entire  time  assigned  to  me  in  a  statement  of  facts  that  have  been 
stated  so  often  before  that,  while  they  are  at  all  times  interesting,  it  would  be  a 
repetition.  ^' 

But  that  p-riculture  has  for  the  last  few  years  been  under  depressing  influences 
in  every  section  of  the  country  and  aflfecting  every  main  crop  raised  by  agricultur- 
ists, is  well  known  to  every  gentleman  upon  this  floor.  There  are  conditions 
exieting  in  the  agricultural  States  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  to-day  that  could  not 
exist  in  this  country  m  regard  to  any  other  industry  without  provoking  something 
more  even  than  a  civil  political  revolution.  No  other  industry  in  the  country 
would  stand  what  the  agriculturists  have  to  stand  to-day,  and  that  is  a  steady  de- 
preciation of  values  in  everything  they  own  and  an  utter  inability  to  take  any  raw 
material  raised  upon  their  firms  and  by  any  amount  of  labor  or  intelligent  care 
make  a  remunerative  profit  on  it. 

In  response  to  an  invitation  of  the  American  Agriculturist,  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  influential  agricultural  papers  in  the  United  States,  I  published  in  the 
January  number  of  that  periodical  some  remarks  upon  the  lessons  of  what  is 


known  as  the  "farmers'  movement,"  and  I  will  make  some  quotations  from  it  as 
I  proceed  with  my  remarks. 

rrv,^  1«uo,^t.a  nf  tb«  farmers'  movement  are  variable,  according  to  sectional  or  local  lines,  and  con 
.  J^fn  h^?h«^ii?Lter^f/d  vSue  of  produced,  but  everywhere  are  significant  and  worthy  of 

trolled  by  t?®  character  aiJd  value  patriotic  citizens  throughout  the  land 

close  analysis  and  thoughtful  stuayDypuuuc^^^      agriculturists,  as  a  rule,  have  constituted  the 

History  teaches  us  that  in  all  ages  olth^^  g.  ^^^  accepted  methods  of 

most  conservative  f^^f  ,^^,^5^®  ^^^""^^.^^^^^  bearing  Government  burdens  with  fortl 

?rini  Sen  wTti  indelir^^  when  o?ce  arousid  to  a  realization  of  unnecessary 

burdens  thTnrrpS^edTie^^^^^^^^  conquerors  In  many  civil  revolutions  as  well  as  turned  the 
S  of  battfes  when  other  classes  had  lost  both  hope  and  courage. 

The  farmers  of  the  United  States  for  the  past  twenty-five  years  have  tolerated 
and  even  Encouraged  a  system  of  national  legislation  so  mimical  and  detrimenta 
to  their  best  interests  that  the  great  wonder  is  that  the  "  movement "  had  no 
reached  its  present  proportions  years  ago.  The  answer  is  found  m  the  traditional 
crservaUs^ofthis  cl^^^  and  the  strength  of  personal  pride  and  party  ties  among 
all  our  people.  They  have  waited  in  vain  for  relief  from  the  party  in  power  with- 
out resoTt^ng  to  the  exercise  of  vigorous  and independentaction.^  ^^"f  f  ^^f  VTvf 
and  repeated  legislative  discriminations,  oppressive  and  increasing  rates  of  taxa- 
t£n  with  diminished  prices  for  farm  products  and  shrinkage  in  values  of  the  best 

nes  of  property  held  by  them,  at  last  gave  an  impetus  to  the  farmers  movement 
that  is  unparalled  in  its  proportions  and  astounding  in  the  velocity  with  which  it 
spread  SX  the  land,  and  the  unanimity  of  its  acceptance  by  farmers  of  all  sections 
of  the  Union  and  the  growers  of  all  principal  farm  products.  ^     ^u   ,^.     4- 

It  is  marvelous  that  the  rice  and  cotton  planters  of  the  extreme  South,  the  to- 
bacco a^wlrs  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  the  wheat  growers  of  our  entire  cpun - 
trvthlst^ck  raisers  of  all  sections  of  the  Union,  and  the  painstaking  and  diver- 
SfiedftrS  interests  of  New  England  should  have  been  so  well  prepared  to 
deceive  Iny  practical  suggestions  of  relief  that  when  the  ""lovement"  began  m 
Earnest,  less  than  two  ylirs  ago,  it  should  sweep  over  the  country  with  the  veloc 
Uv  of  a  rvclone  and  arouse  the  enthusiasm  of  a  civil  revolution. 

^It  is  iX  to  a%ue  that  such  a  "movement"  a^ong  so  intelligent  conservative, 
and  practtca^rclass  of  our  citizens  is  without  justifiable  _  and  legitimate  causes, 
irreaufred^ong  and  continued  oppressions,  reckless  discriminations,  and  growing 
burS  to  a?ouse  our  farmers  to  demand  a  change  in  this  system  of  national  leg- 
islation It  is  equally  idle  to  contend  that  national  legislation  has  not  produced 
or  aggravated  the^^^^^^  leading  to  the  depressed  condition  of  agriculture  through- 
out  the  land  This  problem  has  been  carefully,  laboriously  and  practically 
studied  by  the  farmers^of  the  United  States,  settled  to  their  satisfaction,  and  their 
condusions  are  represented  in  the  "demands"  submitted  to  Congress  and 
to^he  country  They  have  tried  existing  theories  and  practices  until  bad  con- 
ditKave  cU^^^  and  steadily  groin  worse.    They  are  ,^0^  deeply  m^^^^ 

nest  have  felt  the  force  of  that  power  born  of  organization  and  strengthened  by 
Sal  vSory  and  they  will  not  yield  one  jot  or  tittle  of  their  just  demands  until 
IheirmYsSis  accompli^  is  substituted  for  special 

^""'^^'ZT^V^i^n^^^^  "demands"  are  so  patriotic  in  P/-ciple,  so  el  e^ 
allied  to  the  broad  fandamental  teachings  of  the  founders  of  our  Government 
thaUhe  w^^^^^^^  are  not  universally  accepted,  and  Promptly  complied 

with.  Unless  all  experience  is  worthless  and  ^^J^.^^^  f/f^p'^mSa^^^^^^^ 
mesPTit  financial  condition  of  our  country  is  critical  and  the  immediate  luture 
fraught  wXconvTsions  and  disasters  that  will  embrace  in  their  destructive  con- 
spnnPTipPH  all  sections  of  the  country  and  all  classes  of  citizens. 
X  crairSSd  intended  to  cull  from  the  journals  of  the  past  weekpara- 
Rrfphs  from  papers  published  in  every  section  of  the  country,  t^l^fS  °"h«  «lo«. 
tog  of  the  doors  and  failure  of  a  bank  here  and  a  business  or  commercial  house 
Jhl™  ■  hut  aftpr  keenine  it  up  for  a  few  days,  the  list  grew  so  appaling  that  i 
S^ritunindespS^  EveryCorning'spapCT  full  of  accounts  of  institutions 
Xh  taVe  beX^garded  i  strong.^  aSy'in  the  land  faiUng  and  this  condition 
nf  flfFairfl  ifl  not  confined  to  any  particular  section  of  the  country. 

InevLy  State  and^'every  section  of  the  country  some  of  .t^e  strongest  commer- 
cial houses  and  strongest  institutions  of  the  country  are  going  to  the  wall,  and  it 
S  only  a  question  of  time  when  we  shall  see  the  repetition  of  a  panic  like  that  of 
1873  onV  averted  a  few  weeks  ago  by  the  wisdom  and  far-seeing  financial  ability 


of  the  oldest  and  strongest  institution  in  the  Old  World,  the  Bank  of  England, 
UQless  there  is  a  radical  change  in  the  financial  policy  of  the  Government. 

In  this  emergency  the  representative  farmers  of  the  United  States,  without 
regard  to  sections  or  political  affiliations,  and  embracing  all  and  every  agricultural 
organization  in  the  land,  supplemented  by  the  labor  organizations  of  the  villages, 
towns  and  great  cities,  demand  a  complete  restoration  of  silver  coinage  to  a  per- 
fect equality  with  gold  ;  that  the  criminal  discrimination  first  made  in  the  act  of 
1873  and  partially  sustained  to  this  hour  shall  be  done  away  with  in  an  act  for 
the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  dollars.  I  do  not  contend  that  this  will 
bring  complete  relief;  it  is  only  a  single  step  in  the  right  direction.  But 
the  demand  for  it  comes  from  an  overwhelming  majority  of  our  people,  and  if  not 
complied  with  at  this  time,  will  be  persistently  insisted  upon  until  it  is  accom- 
plished. 

The  gradual  and  steady  decline  of  farm  products  began  with  the  demonetiza- 
tion of  silver ;  I  confidently  believe  that  its  restoration  to  a  perfect  equality  with 
gold  as  to  coinage  bullion  and  certificates,  based  upon  the  ratio  fixed  by  our  laws, 
will  be  greatly  beneficial  in  restoring  prices  of  farm  products  to  an  average  that 
will  be  remunerative,  if  not  profitable,  to  the  producers.  Free  coinage  of  silver, 
with  an  increase  of  our  paper  circulation  commensurate  with  our  increased  pop- 
ulation and  constantly  augmenting  commercial  demands,  will  bring  at  once  activ- 
ity in  trade,  hope  and  buoyancy  in  all  lines  of  conamerce,  and  certain  relief  as 
well  as  an  increased  prosperitv  to  our  great  productive  industries. 

Mr.  Chairman,  who  makes  this  demand  for  the  free  coinage  of  silver?  The  Na- 
tional Farmers'  Alliance  in  their  convention  at  Ocala,  December,  1890,  the  last 
convention  held  by  that  organization,  declared  in  favor  of  the  free  coinage  of  sil- 
ver in  these  emphatic  words : 

We  condemn  the  sliver  bill  recently  passed  by  Congress,  and  demand  In  lieu  thereof  the  free  and 
unlimited  coinage  of  silver. 

The  National  Grange  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  in  their  laat  national  meet- 
ing, held  November  12,  1890,  also  declared  for  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of 
silver. 

Every  representative  body  of  farmers  in  the  United  States  have  within  the  past 
two  or  three  years  been  equally  explicit  and  emphatic  in  their  indorsement  of 
this  policy. 

Many  representative  bodies  in  the  different  States  where  the  Democrats  are  in 
a  majority  have  also  expressed  themselves,  in  resolutions,  strongly  in  favor  of  free 
coinage  of  silver. 

The  last  expression  on  the  part  of  any  representative  body  of  Democrats  in  the 
State  of  Missouri  upon  this  subject  was  a  series  of  resolutions  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  a  copy  of  which  I  presented  to  the  House, 
and  which  was  published  jn  the  Record,  in  which  they  declared  "  that  in  order 
that  the  volume  of  money  may  be  increased  we  favor  the  free  and  unlimited  coin- 
age of  silver." 

This  was  on  the  19th  day  of  January,  1891. 

Since  the  resolutions  of  the  Missouri  Legislature  that  I  have  referred  to  were 
offered  and  printed  in  the  Ekcord,  and  after  the  publication  of  Mr.  Cleveland's 
letter  on  February  13,  there  was  an  effort  made  by  resolution  offered  in  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  General  Assembly  to  indorse  that  letter,  which  was  very 
promptly  voted  down,  and  Mr.  Fogle,  a  prominent  Democrat,  residing  in  my  dis- 
trict, offered  this  resolution,  which  received  the  vote  of  every  Democrat  in  the 
house,  as  well  as  some  Republicans,  the  vote  being  85  yeas  to  8  noes. 

Resolved.  That  It  Is  the  sense  of  the  house  that  we  are  unqualifiedly  In  favor  of  the  free  and  un- 
limited coinage  of  silver,  and  that  we  thereby  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  great 
State  of  Missouri. 

Now,  we  have  been  lately  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  it  has  been  reiterated  on  this 
floor,  and  if  it  had  not  been  quoted  from  time  to  time  I  would  probably  not  have 
referred  to  it  to-day — that  the  Democratic  party  is  not  a  unit  upon  this  question. 
I  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  ever  contended  that  it  was  a  unit,  but  the  great 
preponderating  voice  and  vote  of  the  Democratic  party  is  in  favor  of  the  free  and 
unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  and  in  its  next  national  convention  will  so  declare. 
The  consensus  of  public  opinion  demands  free  coinage.  Its  voice  is  more  poten- 
tial than  that  of  any  one  man  who  ever  lived.     In  this  connection  I  quote  from 


the  speech  delivered  on  this  floor  but  a  few  days  since  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cummings]  : 

sir,  there  Is  a  tribunal  that  presides  over  all  diplomacy.  To  it  all  nations  and  all  men  may  ap- 
peal. Itls  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion.  The  greatest  minds  of  former  generations  have  taken 
notice  of  its  unlimited  jurisdiction  and  of  its  overmastering  power.  The  world's  court  of  conscience 
never  adjourns.  It  is  always  in  session.  To  it  all  may  appeal  and  before  it  all  must  plead.  Before 
it  sovereign  and  subject  are  equal,  and  all  are  alike  amenable. 

A  stronger,  more  patriotic,  or  eloquent  sentiment  I  have  never  heard  in  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives. 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  such  a  universal  demand,  in  a  recent  public  letter  of  the 
distinguished  statesman  who  was  last  honored  by  the  Democratic  party  by  an  elec- 
tion to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States,  and  whom  I  have  honored  for  his 
wisdom  and  respected  for  his  unflinching  integrity  from  his  first  entrance  into 
public  life,  it  is  said  that  the  bill  now  pending  for  free,  unlimited,  and  independ- 
ent coinage  of  silver  is  an  "  experiment." 

"  Experiment! "  Why  call  that  an  experiment  which  was  the  settled  and  suc- 
cessful financial  policy  of  the  Government  for  more  than  eighty  years?  Why 
stigmatize  it  as  "  reckless  and  dangerous,"  when  under  its  influence  and  operation 
we  fought  successfully  the  war  of  1812  with  the  strongest  maritime  power  on 
earth,  and  emerged  from  it  with  national  credit  speedily  established,  and  with  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  nations  of  the  world  ? 

Under  its  complete  and  unchallenged  sway  we  acquired  from  France  the  Louisi- 
ana purchase,  and  added  to  our  domain  the  fairest  and  most  productive  portion  of 
the  United  States. 

We  fought  the  Mexican  war  and  added  another  empire  to  our  sisterhood  of 
States. 

We  paid  all  our  debts,  enhanced  our  credit,  and  reduced  taxation.  We  have 
built  railroads  at  a  rate  that  has  startled  the  world,  built  telegraphic  and  cable 
lines,  improved  our  rivers  and  harbors,  settled  up  the  waste  lands,  improved 
homes,  built  churches  and  schoolhouses,  county  and  State  roads,  and  have  made 
marvelous  advances  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  What  a  beneficent  and  fruitful  "ex- 
periment "  it  was  for  eighty  years.  If  this  was  an  "  experiment,"  I  think  the  best 
thing  the  United  States  can  do,  and  especially  the  Democratic  party,  is  to  go  back 
and  try  it  over  again. 

It  is  also  asserted  derisively  that  there  is  a  "scheme"  in  connection  with  the 
bill  to  restore  silver  to  a  perfect  equality  with  gold.  I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be 
properly  denominated  a  "  scheme  "  to  go  back  to  the  legislation  of  our  father  upon 
this  silver  question.  The  only  "scheme"  that  I  know  of,  the  only  legislative 
"  scheme  "  that  I  ever  before  heard  of  in  connection  with  silver  coinage  wa^  that  of 
1873,  when  it  was  demonetized.  Tnat  was  the  most  unpatriotic  and  villainous 
"  scheme  "  that  ever  passed  through  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
^  Our  depression  in  prices,  loss  of  values  to  the  producers,  armies  of  tramps,  mul- 
titudes of  strikes  and  lockouts,  unnatural  and  "recklessand  dangerous  "  growth  of 
trusts,  combines,  and  monopolies,  the  "  communism  of  wealth,"  and  the  multipli- 
cation of  princely  fortunes,  have  nearly  all  grown  up  since  the  demonetization  of 
silver  in  1873. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  add  a  few  statistics  and  practical  illustrations  to  prove  my 
assertion  that  all  farm  produces  have  steadily  declined  in  average  value  since  the 
demonetization  of  silver  in  1873,  and  that  the  purchasing  power  of  gold  has  been 
increased  thereby. 

The  production  of  gold  of  the  world  has  declined  from  $150,000,000  per  year  to 
about  $115,000,000,  and  is  still  declining.  >      >       i'     j 

In  1873,  less  than  75,000,000  of  people  of  the  world  were  actually  on  the  gold 
standard. 

Neither  Holland,  Germany,  Italy,  nor  the  United  States  had  any,  or  if  any,  very 
little,  gold  in  circulation  in  1873. 

Since  1873,  thesa  countries,  aggregating  about  150,000,000  of  people,  have  taken 
more  than  twelve  hundred  millions  of  gold. 

Between  1873  and  1882  they  bought  from  gold  using  countries  nearly  one  thou- 
sand millions  of  the  gold  they  had  accumulated;  in  other  words,  made  them 
divide  this  gold  stock  with  them. 

Moreover,  England  has  been  extending  the  gold  standard  into  South  America, 
Egypt  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  purchasing  power  of 
gold  of  at  least  50  per  cent. 


As  a  result  of  this  scarcity  of  solid  money  the  structure  of  bank  credits  has 
aripen  to  twenty-seven  hundred  millions  on  a  deposit  of  actual  money  of  less 
than  jfive  hundred  millions ;  that  is,  deducting  the  five  hundred  millions  of  money 
it  leaves  twenty- two  hundred  millions  of  pure  bank  credit  with  nothing  behind  it. 

It  is  the  rise  and  fall  of  this  vast  credit  volume  that  produces  the  money  panics. 

The  farmers,  producers,  and  laborers  of  the  country  favor  an  increase  in  the 
actual  money  of  the  country. 

The  bankers,  monopolists,  and  combines  are  striving  to  render  the  actual  money 
scarce  and  more  valuable  and  supply  the  wants  of  the  commercial  world  with  their 
expanding  and  contracting  credit  system. 

From  1873  to  1878  the  average  annual  production  of  wheat  was,  in  round  num- 
bers, 326,000,000,  or  nearly  8  bushels  per  capita,  worth  for  export  in  1873  $1.42  a 
bushel,  and  averaging  for  the  six  years  $1.22.  The  average  annual  production 
from  1879  to  1885  was  461,000,000  bushels,  or  a  little  over  8  bushels  per  capita, 
worth  from  $1.20  to  86  cents  a  bushel. 

From  1885  to  1890  the  average  annual  production  was  435,000,000  bushels,  or 
about  7  bushels  per  capita,  worth  for  export  from  89  to  83  cents,  or  an  average 
of  87  cents  a  bushel. 

In  1873  the  number  of  milch  cows  in  the  United  States  was  10,300,000;  the 
number  in  1889  was  15,500,000— the  rate  of  increase  being  lees  than  of  population. 
The  value  of  the  10,300.000  cows  in  1873  was  $347,000,000 ;  the  value  of  the  15,500,000, 
in  1889  was  $340,000,000  ;  that  is,  not  only  was  the  number  of  cows  per  capita,  or 
per  family,  less  in  1889,  than  in  1873,  but  15,500,000  cows  were  not  worth  as  much 
in  gold  as  10,300,000  were  in  1873.  So  with  land ;  cultivated  farms  have  every- 
where declined  from  33  to  50  per  cent,  in  value. 

To  sum  up  the  result  as  to  products  generally,  the  farmer  must  now  give  three 
measures  of  wheat,  three  measures  of  corn,  three  pounds  of  meat,  three  cows  or 
three  horses  for  the  same  gold  which  he  could  obtain  in  1873  for  two  measures  of 
grain,  or  two  cows,  or  two  horses  ;  he  must  give  three  acres  of  land  to  pay  the 
same  debt  which  two  acres  would  have  paid  seventeen  years  ago.  The  manu- 
facturer must,  also  on  the  average,  give  one-third  more  of  his  products  ;  that  is, 
one-thi^d  more  of  the  products  of  labor,  whether  on  farms,  in  mills,  factories,  or 
workshops,  must  be  given  for  the  same  money,  or  to  discharge  the  same  debt,  or  pay 
the  same  taxes,  than  was  required  in  1873. 

Our  people  further  demand  that  the  most  exaggerated  system  of  high  national 
taxation  ever  devised  in  modern  times  must  be  readjusted  "pon  the  principles  of 
right,  equality,  and  justice ;  must  be  so  laid  that  the- consumers  who  constitute  the 
masses  of  the  people,  embracing  all  who  labor  for  daily  bread  and  subsistence, 
may  be  lightly  burdened,  and  that  the  great  producers  of  the  country,  the  agri- 
culturi>"t8,  shall  not  h*^  specially  taxed  beyond  theirshare  of  the  national  demands  ; 
that  national  taxation  shall  be  limited  to  the  actual  needs  of  the  Government 
economically  and  honeetU  administered,  and  that  we  shall  return  to  abandoned 
but  just  subjects  of  taxation  upon  wealth  and  capital  and.  to  this  end,  the  promj^t 
restoration  of  a  fair  and  equitable  tax  upon  incomes  ;  that  we  shall  return  to  the 
principles  and  administrations  of  the  founders  of  our  system  of  government 
and  recognize  in  our  laws  that  commerce  and  manufactures  may  be  fostered  and 
encouraged  as  the  handmaids  of  agriculture,  but  not  specially  protected  until,  as 
now,  acricultiire  becomes  the  slave  of  thete  great  industries,  chained  to  their 
victorious  chariot  wheels  until  its  destruction  means  financial  enslavement  of  the 
greater  class  of  our  people,  and  a  diminution  if  not  destruction  of  national  pros- 
,  peritv 

All  the  organizations  I  have  heretofore  referred  to  alike  indorse  in  the  stronr- 
est  terms  a  tariff  so  adjusted  as  to  secure  wider  markets  for  farmers  and  manii- 
factnrers,  and  a  removal  of  the  existing  tariff  tax  from  the  necessaries  of  life  that 
the  poor  of  our  land  must  have,  and  the  restoration  of  a  just  and  equitable  system 
of  graduated  tax  on  incomes. 

Another  demand  made  upon  this  Congress  in  these  platforms  is  that  referred 
toby  the  gentleman  from  Kansas,  chairman  of  the  comtnittee,  in  his  colloquoy 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Buttbrworth],  and  that  is  for  the  paesage  of 
such  laws  as  shall  efffr»ctually  prevent  the  dealings  in  futures  on  all  agricultural 
and  mechanical  productions. 

A  fruitful  source  of  the  ills  complained  of  comes  from  the  modern  methods  and 
ftnd  practices  of  our  boards  of  trade,  so  called  ;  as  a  rule  they  should  be  denom- 


mated  "licensed  gamblers  in  the  products  of  the  soil."  Legitimate  trading  is  the 
selling  of  that  which  one  owns,  not  that  which  one  does  not  own.  The  legiti- 
mate merchant  or  trader  is  the  one  who  has  for  sale  that  which  he  sells.  And 
the  party  who  sells  a  thing  before  he  acquires  it  is,  in  fact,  no  matter  what  his 
purpose  may  be,  simply  a  speculator  or  gambler  in  that  particular  contract.  The 
evil  in  these  practices  is  in  the  fact  that  every  crop  produced  or  harvested  in  the 
country  is  sold  in  advance  of  its  delivery  for  legitimate  consumption  a  hundred  or 
a  thousand  times  over ;  sold  for  future  delivery  by  men  who  never  owned  and 
never  expect  to  own  in  good  faith  one  pound  or  bushel  of  the  commodity  sold, 
but  whose  sole  purpose  and  endeavor  is  in  concert  with  hundreds  of  others,  allied 
in  interest  and  organized  by  selfish  greed,  to  depreciate,  lower,  break  down,  and 
if  possible  destroy  the  actual  value  of  such  commodities  in  the  markets  of  the 
world  based  upon  the  legitimate  and  but  for  these  practices  the  inexorable  laws 
of  supply  and  demand.  With  united  voice  and  determined  purpose  the  farmers 
of  the  United  States  have  decreed  that  these  nefarious,  illegitimate,  and  demoral- 
izing practices  shall  cease.  Will  the  present  Congress  give  heed  to  this  reason- 
able demand  and  give  the  relief  that  will  come  to  the  promised  crops  of  1891  by 
honest  and  legitimate  trading  ?  Or  will  they  postpone  so  just  a  measure  of  relief, 
to  the  detriment  of  all  classes  of  our  people,  in  the  interest  alone  of  an  insignifi- 
cant and  undeserving  few  ? 

I  had  read  to  the  House  a  few  days  ago  a  telegram  that  was  sent  to  me  stating 
the  action  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  in  which  it  was  said  that  it  had  just  enacted 
a  law,  or  it  had  passed  both  houses,  at  any  rate,  of  their  legislature — I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  signed  by  the  governor  or  not 

Mr.  GROSVENOR.    1  do  not  think  he  has  the  veto  power. 

Mr.  BROOKSHIRE.    He  has  the  veto  power. 

Mr.  HATCH.  That  law  which  has  pa^jsed  the  Indiana  Legislature  makes  op- 
tion sales  a  felony,  and  punishes  accordingly. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  to  the  House  on  the  8th 
day  of  April,  1890,  is  not  so  severe  as  the  Indiana  statute,  but  is  entitled  "A  bill 
defining  'options'  and  'futures,'  and  imposing  special  taxes  on  dealers  therein,  and 
for  otiier  purposes." 

Now,  a  word  in  regard  to  the  position  of  this  bill  upon  the  Calendar.  This  bill, 
so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  my  associations  with  gentlemen  upon  the  floor, 
would  receive  perhaps  a  two-thirds  vote  or  a  three-fourths  vote  if  it  could  be 
brought  before  the  House  for  consideration.  It  has  been  upon  the  Calendar 
since  the  8th  day  of  April  last. 

Mr.  DOCKERY.  I  understood  my  colleague  to  say  that  the  option  bill  if  con- 
sidered would  pass  this  House  by  a  two  thirds  vote.  Will  the  gentleman  tell  us 
why,  when  it  was  proposed  to  consider  that  bill,  practically  a  solid  Democratic 
vote  was  cast  for  and  almost  a  united  Republican  vote  against  consideration  ? 

Mr.  HATCH.  Well,  I  will  not  take  any  advantage  of  that,  for  I  am  assured  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  whom  I  know  to  be  honorable 
men,  who  tell  me  they  would  support  this  bill,  that  they  were  simply  driven,  as 
they  have  been  from  the  beginning  of  this  session  until  now,  under  a  party  whip 
to  do  the  bidding  of  and  support  whatever  their  steering  committee  brought  be- 
fore the  House.  What  I  am  doing  is  to  criticise  those  who  are  responsible  on 
that  side  of  the  House,  because  they  have  supported  just  what  their  committee 
has  determined  shall  comp!  before  this  House  for  consideration  ;  and  they  have 
persistently  and  consistentlv  from  the  beginning  determined  that  we  shall  only 
consider  that  which  in  the  Star  Chamber  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  was  deter- 
mined should  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  under  that 
arrangement  gentlemen  were  forced  to  vote  against  their  own  convictions  and 
their  own  consciences,  and  they  have  continued  to  do  that  so  often  since  that 
they  have  very  few  convictions  and  very  little  conscience  left.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  DOCKERY.  If  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  are  content  with  that  explan- 
ation I  shall  not  complain.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  H  A.TCH.  If  my  explanation  is  not  satisfactory  I  will  try  it  again  for  the 
information  of  my  colleague.  [Laughter.]  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  here,  is  a  measure 
that  has  been  indorsed  and  approved  by  every  farmers'  organization  in  the 
United  States,  a  measure  eminently  fair,  which  only  strikes  at  one  of  the  larger 
illegitimate  processes  by  which  farm  products  have  been  kept  down  in  price,  and 
yet  we  can  not  even  get  consideration  of  it  in  the  House. 


I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  say  more.  I  do  not  want  to  reflect  upon  the  dis- 
tinguished chairman  of  my  own  committee,  and  I  do  not  intend  by  what  I  have 
to  say  to  reflect  upon  him  or  upon  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
but  we  stand  here  to-day,  at  almost  the  close  of  thp  second  session  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Congress,  with  some  of  the  most  important  bills  upon  that  Calendar  that  were 
ever  presented  by  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  none  of  them  save  one  has 
ever  had  an  hour  in  this  House.  When  this  Congress  closes  on  Wednesday  next 
the  lid  will  be  placed  over  the  coffin  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture  during  the  Fifty-first  Congress  save  and  except  one  bill,  which  passed 
the  House  and  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate,  and  excepting  also,  of  course,  the 
two  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  FUNSTON.  Will  my  colleague  allow  me  to  say  that  in  the  first  session  of 
this  Congress  we  had  five  days  for  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture ? 

Mr.  HATCH.  Oh,  I  know  that  nominally  we  were  given  consideration  of  two 
or  three  bills,  but  it  was  determined  beforehand  that  only  one  of  them  should  be 
considered,  and  that  the  time  allowed  should  be  taken  up  in  filibustering  upon 
that.    I  can  not  be  misled  by  such  chaff  as  that. 

We  have  had  an  opportunity  to  consider  but  one  bill,  and  against  that  bill  there 
was  more  serious  and  determined  opposition  than  against  any  other  reported  by 
the  committee,  and  that  bill  was  allowed  consideration  simply  because  there  was 
such  determined  opposition  to  it  on  this  side  of  the  House.  But  for  that  fact  it 
never  would  have  been  brought  before  th6  House  for  consideration.  It  was 
brought  in  here  simply  because  your  star-chamber  committee  wanted  the  Demo- 
crats to  fight  it,  and  they  did  fight  it,  but  it  passed  and  it  is  still  pending  in  the 
Senate.  But  not  a  day,  not  an  hour's  consideration  has  been  given  to  important 
measures  upon  that  Calendar  which  ought  to  be  considered  before  this  Congress 
adjourns.  This  antioption  bill  ought  to  be  passed,  and  it  would  pass  if  you  would 
give  it  one  hour's  consideration  in  this  House.  As  I  said  before,  every  farmers' 
organization  in  the  land  has  demanded  it. 

In  this  connection  I  will  print  in  full  the  recent  action  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  now  in  session.  After 
full  and  deliberative  consideration  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Whereas  the  greatest  organization  of  laborers  and  producers  the  world  has  ever  known,  namely, 
"  The  Farmers'  Alliance  and  Industrial  Union,"  has  recently  held  its  national  convention  at 
Ocala,  Fla,  and  set  forth  certain  demands,  of  which  the  following  Is  a  partial  summary,  namely  : 
The  Hbolltlon  of  national  banks,  the  increase  of  our  money  supply  to  not  less  than  S50  per  capita, 
the  effectual  prevention  of  gambling,  called  "  option  dealing,"  the  free  and  unlimited  coinage  of 
silver,  the  prohibition  of  alien  ownership  of  land  and  the  limitation  of  corporate  ownership,  the  re- 
duction of  the  tariff  on  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the  passage  of  a  graduated  Income  tax  law,  and 
the  limitation  of  the  revenues  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Groverument  economically  and  hon- 
estly administered,  the  most  rigid,  honest,  and  just  State  and  national  governmental  control  and 
supervision  of  the  means  of  public  communication  and  transportation,  and  the  submitting  of  an 
amendment  to  the  national  Constitution  providing  for  the  election  of  United  States  Senaiois  by  a 
direct  vote  of  the  people  of  each  State  ;  and 

Whereas  such  of  the  demands  as  are  enumerated  above  are  reasonable,  just  and  truly  democratic, 
and  we  believe  that  if  heeded  and  acted  upon  by  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  various  States  of  the 
Union  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  immediate  and  permanent  relief  would  be  had  from 
the  power  of  crushing  monopolies,  corporate  greed,  and  control  of  the  money  power  :    Therefore 

Resolved  by  the.  house  of  representatives  of  the  Thirty-sixth  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri  {the 
senate  concur rin< I,)  That  we,  as  a  legislative  body,  pledge  ourselves  to  enact  such  legislation  as  is 
therein  demanded,  so  far  as  it  Is  within  the  province  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Resolved  further.  That  we,  as  representatives  of  the  people  of  Missouri,  call  upon  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  now  In  session  at  the  national  capital,  to  take  action  on  said  demands  as  is 
strictly  within  their  province. 

I  most  earnestly  and  cordially  indorse  the  action  of  my  State  Legislature  in  the 
adoption  of  this  preamble  and  resolutions,  and  accept  them  as  the  authorized  ex- 
pression of  a  majority  of  the  Democratic  party  of  Missouri. 

These  great  issues  have  but  just  begun  to  attract  untrammeled  discussion  and 
univerpal  interest.  It  will  continue  until  a  complete  victory  of  right,  justice, 
equality,  and  absolute  equity  in  governmental  burdens  and  privileges  for  all  sec- 
tions and  all  classes  of  our  people  has  been  obtained. 

If  the  highly  protected  and  privileged  classes  of  our  people  under  existing  laws 
will  heed  the  lessons  of  history  and  human  experience,  they  will  promptly  and 
cordially  meet  this  great  "  movement"  upon  a  fair  and  conservative  adjustment  of 
these  questions,  and  not  by  an  arrogant  and  tyrannical  exercise  of  temporary 
power  drive  an  exasperated  and  distressed  free  people  to  radical  and  extreme 
measures  of  relief. 
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Mr.  RICHAUDSON.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  were  rot  the 
rules  of  this  House  made  to  transact  the  important  husinesa  of  this  country,  and 
why,  thprefore,  could  not  the  g'-ntli-man  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Funston]  pass  bis  im- 
portant bill  under  the  rules?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HATCH.  No,  I  do  not  ihink  the  rules  were  made  for  any  such  purpose. 
They  were  made  in  the  interest  of  the  Republican  party  and  to  prevent  the  con- 
sideration of  great  national  measures. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  If  that  is  the  case  1  misunderptood.  I  thought  they  were 
made  to  facilir>'te  the  transaction  of  public  business.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  PEKKINS.     The  gentleman  from  Tenn^^psee  is  correct. 

M-^.  BOA  TNER.    We  were  told  that,  thev  were  ma'^e  "  to  do  business." 

Mr.  HATCH.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  McKinley],  who  is  never  in  his 
seat  when  anyone  wants  t )  say  a  word  to  him  in  private,  slh  I  do  now,  an-i  who 
never  mak^^s  one  of  those  peculiar  speeches,  such  as  he  made  this  morLing,  until 
he  has  the  previous  question  before  him  to  shut  everybody  els«  off,  stated  awhile 
ago  that  but  a  few  hours  more  was  left  to  the  majority  in  the  Fifiy-first  Congress. 
Thank  God  for  it!  There  n^^ver  has  been  a  day  since  the  morning  sun  ro^e  above 
the  first  hut  of  the  first  Anglo-Saxon  that  t-lept  on  American  soil,  when  63  000.000 
people  onght  to  unite  in  so  earnest  a  praver  at  the  close  of  a  Congress  of  the  United 
States.     [Applause  on  the  Dem  cratic  pide.] 

Mr.  SPINOl.A.     Pray  on,  brother!     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HATCH      We  will  all  join  in  tne  doxology  next  Wednesday.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  but  a  single  word  to  a  Id.  I  had  hoped  that,  m  the  in- 
terest of  this  great  movement,  the  demands  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  intel- 
ligp'nt  and  earnest  wage  workers  of  the  United  States  who  have  asked  for  free 
coinagftof  silver,  lower  taxation,  and  the  passage  of  the  an  ioption  bill  would 
have  been  met  half  way  by  more  than  a  m^ijority  upon  this  fl  jor,  and  that  these 
reasonable  demands  of  the  wage  workers  would  be  accede  1  to  before  they  are 
compelled  to  take  the  power  which  they  now  hold  in  their  hands  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  Union  and  demand-  not  plead  any  longer,  but  demand— 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  enactment  of  these  constitutional,  legiti- 
mate, and  safe  measures. 

Gentlemen  need  not  flatter  themselves  that  this  organization,  because  it  is 
young  and  almost  unorganized,  is  without  power.  It  will  close  its  ranks,  leaders 
will  develop  as  it  comes  to  the  front,  because  they  have  determined  that  sooner 
than  yield  one  jot  or  tittle  of  the  demands  I  have  mentioned,  they  will  "give 
their  homes  to  the  flames  and  their  flesh  to  the  eagles." 


RETURN     CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
T0«>^     202  Main  Library 


LOAN  PERIOD  1 
HOME  USE 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

ALL  BOOKS  MAY  BE  RECALLED  AFTER  7  DAYS 

^■month  loans  may  be  renewed  by  ca/flng  642^05 
RenelST Jf/.K^  recharged  by  bringing  the  books  to  the  Cip 
Renewals  Dad  rt^h^T  ^3  may  be  n-.cuU  4  Jays  prior  tc  c^uc  dale 


DUE  AS  STAMPED  BELOW 


RECCIRJUL17U84 


AUG   71985 


RHCEfVED  by; 


JUL  ^  8  ^^^5 


C'RCUiATION  PEPT; 


APR-ttrawir 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA,  BERKELEY 
FORM  NO.  DD6,  60m,  1  /83  BERKELEY,  CA  94720 


(»s 


GENERAL  LIBRARY -U.C.  BERKELEY 


BDomoiTMa 


